
 
 

Morning Prayer December 23, 2024 
 
Good Morning from St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.   
Let us join together in Morning Prayer on this 23rd day of Advent, Monday, December 
23rd. 
 
 
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God. 

Isaiah 40:3 
 
 
Confession Of Sins 
 
Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Officiant Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Alleluia. 
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come, let us adore him. 



 
 

 
 
Jubilate Psalm 100 
 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 

 
Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
 he himself has made us, and we are his; 
 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
 give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 
For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
 and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
 
The Psalms Appointed 
 
Psalm 61 Exaudi, Deus BCP p. 668 
 
Hear my cry, O God, * 
 and listen to my prayer. 
 
I call upon you from the ends of the earth 
with heaviness in my heart; * 
 set me upon the rock that is higher than I. 
 
For you have been my refuge, * 
 a strong tower against the enemy. 
 
I will dwell in your house for ever; * 
 I will take refuge under the cover of your wings. 
 
For you, O God, have heard my vows; * 
 you have granted me the heritage of those who fear your Name. 
 
Add length of days to the king’s life; * 
 let his years extend over many generations. 
 
Let him sit enthroned before God for ever; * 
 bid love and faithfulness watch over him. 



 
 

So will I always sing the praise of your Name, * 
 and day by day I will fulfill my vows. 
 
 
Psalm 62 Nonne Deo? BCP p. 669 
 
For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 
 from him comes my salvation. 
 
He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 
 my stronghold, so that I shall not be greatly shaken. 
 
How long will you assail me to crush me, 
all of you together, * 
 as if you were a leaning fence, a toppling wall? 
 
They seek only to bring me down from my place of honor; * 
 lies are their chief delight. 
 
They bless with their lips, * 
 but in their hearts they curse. 
 
For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 
 truly, my hope is in him. 
 
He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 
 my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 
 
In God is my safety and my honor; * 
 God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
 
Put your trust in him always, O people, * 
 pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 
 
Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 
 even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 
 
On the scales they are lighter than a breath, * 
 all of them together. 
 
Put no trust in extortion; 
in robbery take no empty pride; * 
 though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
 
God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 
 that power belongs to God. 



 
 

Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, * 
 for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Lessons 
 
 
A reading from Isaiah 11:1-9 
 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His 
delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 
decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be 
the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live 
with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling 
together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall 
play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s 
den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
 
Officiant The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
9 The First Song of Isaiah Ecce, Deus Isaiah 12:2-6 
 
Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
 I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
 and he will be my Savior. 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
 from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say, * 
 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
 see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
 and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 



 
 

 for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
A reading from Revelation 20:1-10 
 
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the 
Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the pit, and 
locked and sealed it over him, so that he would deceive the nations no more, until the 
thousand years were ended. After that he must be let out for a little while. Then I saw 
thrones, and those seated on them were given authority to judge. I also saw the souls of 
those who had been beheaded for their testimony to Jesus and for the word of God. 
They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their 
foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years. (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) 
This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy are those who share in the first 
resurrection. Over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God 
and of Christ, and they will reign with him a thousand years. When the thousand years 
are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and will come out to deceive the 
nations at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, in order to gather them for 
battle; they are as numerous as the sands of the sea. They marched up over the 
breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And 
fire came down from heaven and consumed them. And the devil who had deceived 
them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet 
were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 
 
Officiant The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
19  The Song of the Redeemed Magna et mirabilia Revelation 15:3-4 
 
O ruler of the universe, Lord God, 
great deeds are they that you have done, * 
 surpassing human understanding. 
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * 
 O King of all the ages. 
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, 
and sing the praises of your Name? * 
 for you only are the Holy One. 
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, * 
 because your just and holy works have been revealed. 
 



 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
A reading from the Gospel of John 5:30-47 
 
“I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge; and my judgment is just, because I seek 
to do not my own will but the will of him who sent me. 
 
“If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. There is another who testifies on my 
behalf, and I know that his testimony to me is true. You sent messengers to John, and 
he testified to the truth. Not that I accept such human testimony, but I say these things 
so that you may be saved. He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to 
rejoice for a while in his light. But I have a testimony greater than John’s. The works that 
the Father has given me to complete, the very works that I am doing, testify on my 
behalf that the Father has sent me. And the Father who sent me has himself testified on 
my behalf. You have never heard his voice or seen his form, and you do not have his 
word abiding in you, because you do not believe him whom he has sent. “You search 
the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that 
testify on my behalf. Yet you refuse to come to me to have life. I do not accept glory 
from human beings. But I know that you do not have the love of God in you. I have 
come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; if another comes in his own 
name, you will accept him. How can you believe when you accept glory from one 
another and do not seek the glory that comes from the one who alone is God? Do not 
think that I will accuse you before the Father; your accuser is Moses, on whom you 
have set your hope. If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about 
me. But if you do not believe what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?” 
 
Officiant The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Apostles' Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 



 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers 
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Suffrages A 
 
V.  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.  And grant us your salvation. 
V.  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.  Let your people sing with joy. 
V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.  For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.  Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.  Your saving health among all nations. 
V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 



 
 

R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, 
at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
A Collect for Peace 
 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know 
you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend 
us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that 
we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of 
any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
A Prayer for Mission 
 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the 
earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those 
who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the 
nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; 
and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
At this time I invite your prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings 
 
 
 
The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 



 
 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you 
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen 

2 Corinthians 13:14 


