
Morning Prayer December 10, 2024 
 
Good Morning from St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.   
Let us join together in Morning Prayer on this 10th day of Advent, Wednesday, 
December 10th. 
 
 
 
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God. 

Isaiah 40:3 
 
Confession Of Sins 
 
Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Officiant Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Alleluia. 
 



Our King and Savior now draws near: Come, let us adore him. 
 
 
Jubilate Psalm 100 
 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 

 
Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
 he himself has made us, and we are his; 
 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
 give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 
For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
 and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
 
The Psalms Appointed 
 
 
Psalm 26 Judica me, Domine BCP p. 616 
 
Give judgment for me, O Lord, 
for I have lived with integrity; * 
 I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 
 
Test me, O Lord, and try me; * 
 examine my heart and my mind. 
 
For your love is before my eyes; * 
 I have walked faithfully with you. 
 
I have not sat with the worthless, * 
 nor do I consort with the deceitful. 
 
I have hated the company of evildoers; * 
 I will not sit down with the wicked. 
 
I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, * 
 that I may go in procession round your altar, 
 



Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving * 
 and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
 
Lord, I love the house in which you dwell * 
 and the place where your glory abides. 
 
Do not sweep me away with sinners, * 
 nor my life with those who thirst for blood, 
 
Whose hands are full of evil plots, * 
 and their right hand full of bribes. 
 
As for me, I will live with integrity; * 
 redeem me, O Lord, and have pity on me. 
 
My foot stands on level ground; * 
 in the full assembly I will bless the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 28  Ad te, Domine  BCP p. 619 
 
O Lord, I call to you; 
my Rock, do not be deaf to my cry; * 
 lest, if you do not hear me, 
 I become like those who go down to the Pit. 
 
Hear the voice of my prayer when I cry out to you, * 
 when I lift up my hands to your holy of holies. 
 
Do not snatch me away with the wicked or with the evildoers, * 
 who speak peaceably with their neighbors, 
 while strife is in their hearts. 
 
Repay them according to their deeds, * 
 and according to the wickedness of their actions. 
 
According to the work of their hands repay them, * 
 and give them their just deserts. 
 
They have no understanding of the Lord’s doings, 
nor of the works of his hands; * 
 therefore he will break them down and not build them up. 
 
Blessed is the Lord! * 
 for he has heard the voice of my prayer. 
 



The Lord is my strength and my shield; * 
 my heart trusts in him, and I have been helped; 
 
Therefore my heart dances for joy, * 
 and in my song will I praise him. 
 
The Lord is the strength of his people, * 
 a safe refuge for his anointed. 
 
Save your people and bless your inheritance; * 
 shepherd them and carry them for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Lessons 
 
 
A reading from Isaiah 5:13-17, 24-25 
 
Therefore my people go into exile without knowledge; their nobles are dying of hunger, 
and their multitude is parched with thirst. Therefore Sheol has enlarged its appetite and 
opened its mouth beyond measure; the nobility of Jerusalem and her multitude go 
down, her throng and all who exult in her. People are bowed down, everyone is brought 
low, and the eyes of the haughty are humbled. But the Lord of hosts is exalted by 
justice, and the Holy God shows himself holy by righteousness. Then the lambs shall 
graze as in their pasture, fatlings and kids shall feed among the ruins. Therefore, as the 
tongue of fire devours the stubble, and as dry grass sinks down in the flame, so their 
root will become rotten, and their blossom go up like dust; for they have rejected the 
instruction of the Lord of hosts, and have despised the word of the Holy One of 
Israel. Therefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against his people, and he stretched 
out his hand against them and struck them; the mountains quaked, and their corpses 
were like refuse in the streets. For all this his anger has not turned away, and his hand 
is stretched out still. 
 
Officiant The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
13 A Song of Praise Benedictus es, Domine  
 Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34 
 
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
 you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 



 we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
 on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
 we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
 in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
 we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
 
A reading from Thessalonians 5:12-28 
 
But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you, and 
have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; esteem them very highly in love 
because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. And we urge you, beloved, to 
admonish the idlers, encourage the faint hearted, help the weak, be patient with all of 
them. See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one 
another and to all. 
 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of 
prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who 
calls you is faithful, and he will do this. Beloved, pray for us. Greet all the brothers and 
sisters with a holy kiss. I solemnly command you by the Lord that this letter be read to 
all of them. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 
Officiant The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
18 A Song to the Lamb Dignus es Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13 
 
Splendor and honor and kingly power * 
 are yours by right, O Lord our God, 
For you created everything that is, * 
 and by your will they were created and have their being; 
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 
 for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 
From every family, language, people, and nation, * 
 a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 
 



And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * 
 and to Christ the Lamb, 
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * 
 for ever and for evermore. 
 
 
A reading from the Gospel of Luke 21:29-38 
 
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So 
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is 
near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. “Be on guard 
so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come 
upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you 
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 
before the Son of Man.” Every day he was teaching in the temple, and at night he would 
go out and spend the night on the Mount of Olives, as it was called. And all the people 
would get up early in the morning to listen to him in the temple. 
 
Officiant The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Apostles' Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 



The Prayers 
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Suffrages A 
 
V.  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.  And grant us your salvation. 
V.  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.  Let your people sing with joy. 
V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.  For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.  Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.  Your saving health among all nations. 
V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 



The Collect of the Day 
 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our 
sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
A Collect for Peace 
 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know 
you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend 
us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that 
we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of 
any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
A Prayer for Mission 
 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the 
earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those 
who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the 
nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; 
and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
At this time I invite your prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings 
 
 
 
The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 



by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you 
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen 

2 Corinthians 13:14 


